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Seagrasses are the only marine
. flowering plant. There are
= approximately-60 seagrass species _ ) et =7 P
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Seagrass is one of the most productive ‘_.!_
natural ecosystems globally. Seagrasses This represents 80% of the known species
are as important as forests in storing
carbon (on an areal basis) and can store
carbon 35 times faster than rainforests.

of physical habitats where seagrasses are
found undoubtedly contributes to the high
species diversity.

Seagrass occupy lessthan 0.2% of the :
world's oceans, but are responsible for
more than 10% of all carbon in ocean
sediments annually.

Habitats include intertidal and subtidal
areas of estuary, coastal fringing reef
environments and deepwater environments.
Based on the mapped seagrass areas, the
majority of seagrass meadows in the
Mackay-Whitsunday region are within
coastal and estuary habitats. Of these, 36%
are protected within declared Fish Habitat
Areas and 10% are located within port
boundaries. Only 5% of these seagrass
meadows (excluding deepwater) are covered
by the highest levels of protection within the
GBRWHA zoning.

Seagrasses improve water quality by
acting as nutrient sinks.
buffering/filtering nutrient/chemical
inputs to the marine environment. They
also stablise marine sediment and help
avert erosion.

Seagrasses provide food and shelter for
many organisms including Sea turtles
and dugongs.
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found in Queensland waters. The wide range -~ are low - moderate in abu
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the coastal intertidal flats with reef top
seagrass present on the numerous fringing
reefs associated with the islands along this
coastline. Deepwater seagrasses are
generally not found in the.central and
northern parts of this region, apart from
occasional areas in the lee of islands or reefs,
These large areas devoid of seagrass are
likely to be due to the scouring currents
caused by large tides.
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